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ary by missions from (ECHO). 
Mr. Chi^ini and Mr. A. Crespo visited ATC 
mine clearance team activities in ttie first days of 

iS of Hissar-e- 



The mission, SiCCompmm'^W^€^^^^lik 
Eblagh ATC Director and Mr. Willy Demeyer, 
Coordinator for EU Activities in Peshawar, visit- 
ed the minefields in Behsood district where mine 
clearance activities are carried out by ATC Project 
No. 3, funded by EU. 

The operations Officer of the Project welcomed 
the guests and presente^^ngge|s^;^iij||^rr^ajipn 
his teams,' activities. 

AT the en^pf th^yiwt and elde|.,Gf : ^K^tei^ 
als9 weleo^ed^ fee gues^ ancl^ iiliiirilii^ 

■flle Afghan tradition ofhospiiaUtj^ ofiewdilsiif^ 

the esteemed guests. 



Mr! 



Deceased ATC Deminers. ^ , 



Abdul Aziz Vq, Abdul Hameed. 

Martyred Abdul Aziz was born in Manogai area, 
Dara-i district, Kunar province twenty eight years 
ago. He continued his schooling till the eighth 
j/gr^e in that place. 

Iln 1357 H. S. he migrated with his family to Pa- 
kistan. 

Abdul Aziz had stayed with the Mujaheddin for 
many years. After that he attended some UN 
sponsored mine clearance training courses in or- 
ifei- to be able to also serve his war - ravaged 
%tD(tintry through such services. When he complet- 
ed these courses with success on 1st Feb. 1993 
he was appointed in ATC's mine clearance Team 
No. e^^^^mingr^ 



ways strived to perform his job with success and 
did not spare any effort. He success fully com- 
plete his assignments in Tanai, Mandozai and dis- 
tricts of Khost province. 

On ^^^h^^^93 ATC Mien clearance Team 
^^^2 was given the jpbiof clearing tha leira 



Aziz was assigned in prodding and trying to bar 
an anti - personnel mine according to the profes- 
sional principles and then take preparation for de- 
stroying it, the mine, which was of the pressure 
itel^jiiSe type, suddenly exploded and severely in- 
jured Abdul Aziz. Despite all efforts by the re- 
sponsible medical personnel of the Site Office his 
health situation become critical and was to be de- 
spatched to peshawar for hospitalisation but the 

ambulw;€^<^^g|tt^4j^ Wjfts 
still in the Afghan territory when the devoted 
deminer died. 

May God Bless His Soul. 




In this connection a group of humanitarians ac- 
cepted all the hardships of travelling to 
Afghanistan at the time of Jehad in order to visit 
ATC mine clearance teams and projects. 
In order that the efforts of such benevolent per- 

iAs the Eirfopean Gcxiiiiittnity (EU) has uridertak- 

en the funding of a number of ATC mine clear- 
ance teams and site offices, since the beginning 
of February 1993, on 21st March 1994 Ms. 
Amelia Premo, from EU's Central Office in 
Br^sels, made a trip to Nangarjj^ar^proyince.to 
\asit the EU funded ATC projects. 
Dr. W. Demeyer of the European Community 
(EU) in Peshwar, Pakistan and the honorable Ke- 
%^ullah EblaghrATC Ditectof adtximf^i^ 

Ms. Premo first visited the Hissar-e-Shahi Camp 
in which displaced families from Kabul have 
been placed. She then visited project No.l Site 
Office in Jalalabad. On the third day of her trip to 
Jalalabad, aimed at visiting ATC project activi- 
ties, Ms. Premo also visited the surrouding areas 
of Hissar-e-Shahi Camp and the minefields of 
Behsood district. 

On the final stage of her trip Ms. Premo was in- 
vited to attend a meeting organized in her honor 
by personnel of ATC Field Office in Jalalabad 

and mine clearance team workers stationed in Ja- 
lalabad. At this meeting which manifested the dis- 



cipline and the high morale of ATC mine clear- 
ance personnel the respectable guests were wd- 
comed. /.ii .■ Lr;7 ^^sw 

^V^^i^lN^Ni»AT<:,,^ll|f»^M^ ^f^m^ 
D<itndv€r uSni^flMi^ aM i iiffiMrffiffin i ri M i i iM i i'iiiBf 

tb(5 .i?^>P/ef^2u:ance per|5^«jprtf-,-f erforni^^Ci^ 
their job and applauded their activities which 
were accompanied by th9.shouUn^^of ;;g9^I^ 

Ms. Premo told the deminers : 
"I have had the opportunity to visit some projects 
this morning and I would like to tell you that I am 
really very very impressed. It was very good job. 
We alj know: tk^li^fcnir county needs peace very 
much and I think you should figfrt'fbftot.'' 
W^kA^: " -^^-^ -Jit bn^ ^riJ \h 

*^t encouragedine.^ - adi bomo i^v. <mh 

in his speech Dr. Willy Demeyer addressed ATC 
deminers as follows : 

"Whenever I visit ATC projects I become witness 

to further positive developments in them. 

Dr. Will Demeyer Added : , 

"We were horrified by seeing the displaced per- 

Shahij^n^ are now very happy that you started 

the wtftiwitft ^peq^aiMjgiy fijfairing this arpflot 
mines you saved Ibe lives thousands of peo- 

ple.Vi^lo/'^ ' ^ 



The ATC project funded by European Communi- 
ty Humanitarian Office HQ was visited in Febru- 



From the left : Mr. Chiarini, 

Dr Demeyer, Kefayatullah 
Eblgh and Mr. Crespo 
in Nangarhar province. 
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help these men regain their lost vision ATC con- 
tacted UNOCHA for their assistance. 
Fortunately the Sri Lanka International Eye Bank 
showecUieadiaess to cum^ilhese hero deminers 

ii$iilil^Mm(tmm^timtmhm smm^eu sup- 



fbr their eye treatn«eifit. On this trip ATC MefeHkl 

Officer Dr. Abdullah Samimi accompanied the 
two deminers. 

Finally on 10th May the three ATC personnel re- 
turned to Peshawar. 

Dr. Abdullah Samimi described the result of the 

surgical operation on Abdul Qassem*s eye 
^as successful. ^Pi^fesso^ Dr. Qassem, Chief, 
Surgery Depaftment at Sri iM^^^M&Spits^, 
evaluated the operation as hopeful. They changed 
the cornea of the patient's eye with a healthy one 
which enabled the patient to distinguish green 
color on the third day after the operation. 
In respect of the other patient Dr. Samimi added : 
"Alta* careful examination of Abdul Wahed's eye 

Sll III, IIP J-.5~.- 

it was realized that the cornea had been damaged, 

ihOti|h:^IH*tarrBin^i W^iy Was not required. 

m^^^^^i^mm^dm^^rn'mmpi particles 

from tiie patient's eye. ■ :p^^P<' ' 

It is hoped that ftef'i^!!! regain^iiSH eyesight in 
time." ^ .n:o-L-H.^e/i.ni.: ... ., 

Dr. Samimi also acknowledged the cooperation 
of Dr. F.G. Hudson Silva, Honorary Medical Di- 
rector of the Sri Lanka Eye Bank. 



Steering .CQmmittej^MeQlm^ 



Held In ATC HQ 



In the evening of May 9,1994 the Steering Com- 
mittee of, ATC which consists of seven scholars 

■ n^fin tnnr i'ln DHi. ■ 

and experienced members met at ATC Central Of- 
. g^e. In this mecitirij^ recommendations were pre- 
sented on tfie initiation of other progranis beside 
the mine clearance. The Committee recommended 
that ATC be authorized to carry out further ser- 
vices to the people of Afghanistan and prepara- 



tions be made for rural development programs 
like road construction and canal cleaning. The 
Committee decided that the issue be added to 
ATC Charter as an Annex No. 1 . 
A^-b&gimm^^ Ihe -session Mr. KefayatuUah 



^m^m^l^^Si^mmmWasilly m^^WeVery 
three months and in accordance "^li^^ttt ATC CMjdt- 

ter discussions take place on important issues and 
ATC takes full advantage of the valuable recom- 
mendations. 



First Gathering Of ATC's 



"^Metfical Personnel 

The first seminar of ATC's medical personnel 
was organized at ATC Central Office in Peshaw- 
ar. 

At a time when all ATC Field Office Medical per- 
sonnel had rei^il^|q4:^fqiu^f £id holidays, th^ 
first seminar of ATC health pcf su tmel'was orga- 
nized at ithe Opillral office. In this seminar all doc- 
tors and nurses of the ten ATC projects participat- 
ed. 

Participants of the seminar discussed the present 
situation of ATC field office clinics and medical 
units. In this seminar the responsible personnel 
explained the existing problems in resp^ljj^,e|^h 
of which neccssBsry ^^i^^i^piak&n^ 



A Glance To The Past 
Events 

As mentic^^ ih the previous issue, ATC's hu- 
manitarian efforts in mine clearance from the soil 

of our beloved county.- ' " 
Afghanistan, have had a broad reflection outside 
the country and have motivated numerous people 
and various organizations to see the devotion and 
selfsacrifice of ATC mine clearance personnel for 
,,^tiiM«aselves»-., - . . ^:h^^s^^>:>-...-. ^^<r^ 



mine clearance team and in Bosnia mines have 
been placed only in military targets and there is 
no serious risk to endanger the civilian popula- 
tion. Therefore the mine clearance organizations 
in those two countries could not be compared 
with ATC activities. 

At present more than 62 countries in the world 
are confronted with sorrow and dismay, most of 
which as yet have no mine clearance activities. 
ATC can become a good example for these coun- 
tries so that by following in the foot-steps of such 
organizations these countries could start mine 
clearance activities." 

The consultant for USA's "Save The Children" 
Organization, offered her thanks to ATC Direc- 
tor, Kefayatullah Eblagh, for his cooperation in 
her visits to ATC projects. She left Peshawar for 
Geneva to participate in the seminar organized on 
NGOs. 



ATC Field Offices Moved To 

Colder Sites 



Due to coming of hot weather three ATC site of- 
fices, engaged in mine clearance tasks at Khost 
and Paktya provinces moved to the colder climate 
of Ghazni, Gardeiz and Maidan Provinces. 
Project No. 2 which was busy in mine clearance 
tasks in Khost province moved to Ghazni prov- 
ince on May 7 and was placed in Hakeem Sanay- 
ee Ghaznawi's High School. 
Project No.6 moved from Khost to Gardeiz city, 
capital of Paktya province on 4th May to clear the 
mine fields there. 

Project No.8, previously stationed at Bak district, 
Paktya moved to Maidan Shahr, Maidan Prov- 
ince. The assigned teams of the project arrived at 
their destination on May 11. 
Also, Field Office No. 3 Previously working in 
Jalalabad moved to Parwan province on 29th 
May. The office has been stationed in Charikar 
city, capital of the province, and has started mine 
clearance activities "n that area. 



Training Course Organized 
For Teams Members 



An eight day refresher training course was held at 
ATC central office for team leaders, assistant 
team leaders and section leaders. The course cov- 
ered regulations and procedures as well as ways 
of solving the related problems. 
In this course, which opened on 9th May 1994 
representatives from several ATC mine clearance 
teams participated. The ATC Director as well as 
heads of offices in the central office presented 
comprehensive information to the participants of 
the course of plans and procedures of work of the 
organization and answered questions raised in the 
course sessions. 
The course ended on May 19. 



ATC Deminers Went to Sri 
Lanka For Medical Treatment 



On Wednesday 4th May two ATC deminers were 
sent for treatment of their eyes to Colombo, capi- 
tal of Sri Lanka. 

One of these two deminers was Abdul Qassem. s/ 
o Khan Nazar, former deminer at ATC Demining 
Team No. 15. He was severely injured in a mine 
incident which occurred on 14th Mav 1993 dur- 
ing a mine clearance operation in Sultanpur vil- 
lage, Surkhroade district, Nangarhar province. 
Abdul Qassem lost his right hand and one eye. 
Vision in his other eye was impaired to a consid- 
erable degree. 

Likewise Abdul Waheed, s/o Qarluq who accom- 
panied Abdul Qassem on this trip previously 
served as a deminer in Team No. 11. Abdul Wa- 
heed, lost one eye and his right hand during a 
mine clearance task at Dasht-e-Qurugh, Faizabad 
city, capital of Badakhshan province, on Sep. 15, 
1993. 

ATC do not spare any effort in seeking the best 
medical treatment for their injured deminers. To 
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It should be noted that from Feb. 1993 to date 
(EU) has undertaken the funding of ATC Project 
No.l and 3. 

From the date of establishment of Pk*oject 
No.l to the last day of May 1994 the 
deminers of Project No.l have discov- 
j^«4/4e^oyed a total ^c 4^,/ »i^nk 
mmes, 16383 anti-personnci miiKS, 17 
Booby-traps, and 5183 items of ordnance. 

ordnance. 



May 4-994 Events 



Visited ATC Projects 



'nil in IB 



On 5th May Ms. Anne Nixon, Consultant at 
USA's Save the Children Organization met with 
Mr. Kefayatullah Eblagh, ATC Director, at ATC 
HQ, Peshawar. 

During the meeting detailed information on 
ATC's activities and their type of work was pre- 
sented the Director. 

Ucm^^&i!^ she h&af ju#)'i^dd ATC 
ProjMl^o.l attd--9>drf*ifioi^ay, 2nd May. 

Regarding her trip Ms. Nixon stated as follows : 
"We travelled to Jalalabad to visit the ATC mine 



clearance projects. We visited the mifteciearaROe 

teams working in Behsood district, near Jalalabad 
Airport, Surkhroade district, and also the office 
and the workshop for the mechanical mine clear- 
ance i.e.the flails. 

M&^Nixcaiualso said, "Our ny^ization is non- 
gov^^ltc^^ ao^fK^S^dip^^Q^ the people-aad 
th^^i]d[^ia^e»^ tksQio^ 
dangerous obstacle in the way of life of your 
compatriots. We therefd*^^ifeh©i to /see amiic 
clearance programs for ourselves and exchange 
views with the staff. We will try to provide finan- 
cial assistance for Afghanistan and the mine clear- 
ance organizations and pave the way for their fur- 
ther devf4opment." ^^.-f, 
Ms. Nixon added : "I also visited the Mine Dog 

Wali.'S^penasafsciiP^^iMiM a^MOiS for 
their cooperatiomiA'diejeQiBr^fbf fyer: visit of the 
mine clearance scenes and destruction of the dis- 
covered mines on the minefields in Nangarhar 
province." 

When asked for her impression of ATC projects 
and the, project personnel she rephed, "Deminers 
-f^il^lisal hf^CQes of this nation. To disperse a 
(^ntry lis sinapki Itis like the nunes whieb imve 
dispersed your people. In fact you reunite your 
scaneredi|ieofde.'' ■'• 1^:'-^: vhry' ■■ 

"I have visited mine clearance programs^nj Leba- 
non and Bosnia. In Lebanon a very snaMl -^N 



it. 



Ms. itet|0^|yum,rWitll' ' ! ) ',r..r./ .v- ip-rr-i'iA 



Mr. Kefayatullah Eblagh, 
At ATC HQ, Peshawar , 




Irrigation Canals : Irrigation canals in Sarkani 
district, Dandoone Ganal, the canal in Chenar vil- 
lage and canals of villages in Kunar - e - Khas 
district as well as subterranean canals in Sheen- 
korak and Sheegal districts. 
Grazing Land : In Palos Nau and Dangam in the 
districts of Asmar and Sarkani. 
A total, 3033814 sqm. agricultural land, 200208 
sqm. road, 334137 sqm. residential area, 10440 
sqm. canal and 1394828 sqm. grazing land has 
been cleared of mines. As many as 129850 per- 
sons have benefit directly or indirectly from these 
areas being cleared. 

An important point in this context is that during 
the mine clearance activities performed by Project 
No. 1 not a single mine incident has occurred in 
any of the demining teams in this project. 
This fact proves the sincere cooperation of Ku- 
nar' s people in showing the mines which were 
placed during the many years of war.It also 
proves the due caution and foresight of the super- 
visor for project No.l and all members of ATC 
mine clearance teams. 

In mid 1992 the priority mine clearance areas in 
Kunar province were completely cleared of 
mines. The project then moved to Nangarhar 
province to fulfil their humanitarian task in that 
area. 

On 25th May 1992 the first steps for mine clear- 
ance operations were taken in Surkh Diwar Vil- 
lage, Rodat district, Nangarhar province, located 
on Torkham- Jalalabad highway. 
In Nangarhar province, where project No. 1 is 
now working the following areas have been 
cleared of mines : 

1. Agricultural Land ; 

a. In Surkhroade district : 

Sultanpoor-e- Ulya, Sultanpoor-e-Sufla, Posta-i 
Khar Karan Shamshapoor-e Balla and Payan, 
Qaryay-e Ghauchak, Qaryay-e Foladi and Qarya- 
i Naghrak. 

b. In Behsoode district : 

Farm-e Hadda, Joy-e-Dah, Joy-eYazda, Kareiz-e 



Kabeer, Qaryay-e Miya Ali Saheb, Samar Kheil 
and the Tagab Camp. 

c. In Chaprahar district : 

Qaryay-e Shoaib, Dawlat Zayee and BiBi Mahro. 

d. In Sheiwa district : 

Qaryay-e Shegee, Ziyarat-e Yaseen Baba, and the 
Qaryay-e Canal area. 

e. In Rodat district : 

Kan-e Qatarghai and Qarya-e GhuUam Dagg. 

2. Roads : 

Roads from Khar Karan to Qarya-i Saiidan, Sul- 
tanpoor-e Ulya Sarak-e Saiidan to Lyce-i Zaragul 
Khumaini of Surkhroade district. The road from 
Dawlat Zayee to Qarya-i Shoaib, the roads Sra 
Qala and Lyce-i Chaprahar in Chaprahar district, 
the Qala-i Akhond and Kajko roads in Kama dis- 
trict, the mined areas on Torkham- Jalalabad high- 
way in Rodat district. Also the Khoogyani-Semla 
and the parallel roads to Semla have been cleared 
of mines by Project No.l demining teams and are 
now ready for use. 

3. Canals : 

The canals at Surkhroade district, Joy-e Sultan- 
poor-e-Ulya, and the Shamshapoor Canal have 
also been cleared of mines and hundreds of hec- 
tares of agricultural land which had changed to 
desert is now ready for cultivation. 

4. Residential Areas And Villages : 

a. In Surkhroade district : 

Sultanpoor-e-Ulya, Lalla, Qala-i Khazanadar, 
Qala-i Khar Karan, Dosti Kheil and Adam Kheil. 

b. In Chaprahar district ; 

Shoaib, Dawlat Zayee, BiBi Mahro and Ghullam 
Dagg villages. 

At present. Mine Clearing Teams No. 14, 15 and 
16 are working in the framework of Project 
No.l . The project has a well equipped Field 
Medical Unit (FMU), one Mine Detector Work- 
shop, one Central Wireless Station and other ne- 
cessary facilities. Al Haj Ain-u-uUah has been the 
person responsible for the Project with a staff of 
133. 




For better coordination of mine clearing activities 
in Afghanistan ATC have taken positive steps in 
organizing a number of Site Offices, at present 
ten such offices function in Afghan provinces. 
These offices, which are named Projects No. 
One, Two Three, Four, Five, Six, Seven, Eight, 
Nine and the Flails Project undertake the Opera- 
tional, Administration, Health and Logistical af- 
fairs for ATC mine clearance teams operating in 
their area. 

In order to give our readers more detail of our or- 
ganisation we have decided to introduce these 
field offices in future issues of our "Getting Rid 
Of Mines" bulletin remembering the valuable ser- 
vices these field offices perform. 

Site Office No.l 

After Kunar province was freed, the existance of 
thousands of mines made repatriation of the Ku- 
nar immigrants impossible. Extended minefields 
formed the greatest obstacle on implementing re- 
habilitation activities and development pro- 
grammes. After taking into consideration the 
needs of the people of the province ATC's first 
mine clearance project was started. In December 
1989 ATC project No. 1 started mine clearance in 
Salar Bagh area of Kunar province. 
The noble people of Kunar may never forget 6th 
January 1990. On that historical day for the first 
time ATC mine clearance activities were started 
on the 1.7 Km. long road of Sarkani district of 
Kunar province in Afghanistan. 
The first mine clearance task was completed with 
success and promised future developments. The 
second ATC mine clearance team was organized 
in March 1990 and despatched to Kunar prov- 
ince. 

On 13th August of 1991 ATC project No. 1 was 
sent to Dara - i - Peich and after totally clearing 



the mines in that area in one month's time re- 
turned to Salar Bagh. On 3rd November 1991 the 
project was moved to Asmar district to clear the 
mines in that area. 

In January 1992 it started mine clearance activi- 
ties in Marawara district. 

In the course of its thirty months activity in Ku- 
nar province almost each one of ATC's sixteen 
mine clearance teams have intermittently served in 
the framework of Project No. 1. 
It is noteworthy that this project never had more 
than four mine clearance teams. 
The main areas of Kunar province cleared of 
mines by Project No. 1 are as follows : 

Roads : 

Roads within the districts of Sarkani, Marawara, 
i.e. in Dara - i - Chenar, the road between Bachi 
and Shelton, the Badeil Road, to Won village in 
Narang sub - district, the Watapoore district Road 
to Islam Qala, the road between Asmar and Shan- 
gar and the road from Khyber and Miagan village 
in the district of Khas Kunar were cleared of 
mines. 

Agricultural Land : 

Agricultural lands of Donayee village in Sarkani 
district, Chinar village, Dandoona village of Na- 
rangsub district, Sheenkorak, Soorani and Ghan- 
di villages of Shigal district Palos Nau, Zarif 
Khan Nau, Dangam, Shokani Shal and Shangar 
areas in Asmar district, Barkandi, Wattapoore, 
Abdul Wall, Chaghan Goode areas in Dara - i - 
Peic district and Masjed - e - Charaka, Qarya - i - 
Khyber in Khas Kunar districts. 

Villages : 

Residential areas in Sheenkorak village in Shee- 
gal district, Jalandar village in Wattapoore district 
and Dandoon village in Narang sub - district. 
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